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THE FUTURE STATE. 


DV ARCHBISHOP WHATKLY. 

THB CONDITION' Off TIIK BLBSSED, AND THEIR 
ABODK I.N HKAVRX. 

I proceed to offer in this, and in another lec- 
ture, some remarks on the state, as far at* it 
can be known, in which Christ's faithful ser- 
vants are to exist to all eternity. 

"We, according to his promise," (says the 
Apostle Peter, second Epistle, ch. iii. ver. 13.) 
"look for new heavens and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness." The whole 
passage in which these words occur, is ..no 
which illustrates very strongly an observation 
which 1 have made more than once (in the 
course of our present inquiry ) respecting the 
briet dry, unpretending, uucircumstanlial man- 
ner, in which a futuro state is everywhere 
spoken of by the sacred writers; — a manner 
eminently unfitted to excite the passions, to 
•muse the imagination, or to entity curiosity; 
— a manner the very opposite of what an en- 
thusiast would have'fallen into, or an impostor 
would have studied to assume. "The day of 
the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in 
which the heavens shall paws away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall bo dissolved with 
fervent heat; the earth also, and the works 
that are therein, shall be burned up." Here 
we might have looked, if any where, for a de- 
tailed description of the several circumstances 
attending this great catastrophe,— for impas- 
sioned exclamations concerning it, and magnifi- 
cent pictures of the scenes that will occur. No 
such thing: the Apostle immediately proceeds 
to. a practical application of the knowledge he 
has imparted, to the lives of his hearers: 
"When, then, all these things are being dis- 
solved, what sort of persons ought ye to be 
found in holy, manner of life and piety?" ver. 
10, 11. [This is the exact translation of the 
original.] He proceeds next to console them with 
the assurance that though this great destruc- 
tion is an event to be prepared for, there will 
be nothing to regret; God having provided, for 
soeb f>- .ball b« approved by Him at the day of 
judgment, a far bettor habitation than the 
Earth, (which will then be dissolved,) aud more 
suitable to the perfect and happy state they 
will then be in : "nevertheless we, according 
to his promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." Here, 
agaiu, is an opportunity which would never 
have been passed over by an enthusiastic vi- 
sionary, or by a forger of "cunningly-devised 
fables." for entertaining inquisitive miudswith 
a copious and luxuriant description of heavenly 
joys— for expatiating fully on all the particu- 
lars relative to the "new heavens and new 
earth" he had just mentioned; instead of which. 
Peter, like an Apostle of the truth,— and like 
nothing else,— stops short at the positive but 
brief statement of the fact; and repeats his ad- 
mouitiou to turn the knowledge of that fact to 
good account in practice: "Wherefore, beloved, 
seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent 
that ye may be found by Him in peace, witk- 


Of course, the conjectures which uninspired 
men can safely and allowably frame on such a 
subject, must be few ami imperfect; but such 

they »ro. they may not tic either unintelli- 
gible «r unprofitable, provided we are cureful 
not to extend our inquiries to matters out of 
the reach of our present faculties. 

The eternal habitation of the blest is des- 
cribed by the Apostle as "new heavens and a 
new earth;" meaning by "heavens'' tlio air we 
breathe and sky over our heads, as he means 
by "earth" the place on which wc dwell. And 
hid description must be understood, in a great 
degree at least, literally; since the blest in the 
next world, having real material bodies, as now, 
though different from their present bodies, 
must inhabit some place fitted for the reception 
of such bodies; though exempt, of course, from 
the evils of the world they now dwell in, and 
from all temptations that could lead them into 
sin; "righteousness," says the Apostle, will 
dwell in the new heavens and the "new earth 
which God ho* promised. 

« * * * * 

It is worth observing that it is common with 
a large proportion of Christians (and the mis- 
take seems in itself a harmless one) to confound 
together in a great degree, in their thoughts 
and language, "heaven" when employed to sig- 
nify the place of happines-s. and the abode ol 
the holy angels, with "heaven" in the other 
sense,— the visible heavens,— otherwise called 
the Bky; all, in short, that is removed from this 
enrth/and appears ahore those who inhabit it; 
such as the clouds, the sun, m»on, and stars, 
and tho like: so that when they speak or thiuk 
of going to "heaven" as to a place of happiness, 
they, in some degree, connect this in their 
minds with the idea of some nearer approach 
to those heavenly bodies, us they are called, 
which appear over our heads. This may be 
considered, in itself, a harmless mistake; but 
it is, I think, worth noticing on account of the 
evil that may result from it. If a person who 
hn« n\r\* n. nation ni this imnrftsspri on his mind 


miles apart,— he will find that his former no- 
tions ot heaven are quite incorrect; and yet will 
perhaps, fail to perceive that those notions ara 
not at ail connected with the truths of his 

religion. 

"A little learning." it has been remarked, 
and with truth, is often "a dangerous thing:" 
1 do not however think ignorance at all mort 
safe: the danger of a little learning consists in 
meu's not being sensible that it is but a little. 
The most learned man knows but little, com- 
pared to what he is ignorant of; and if he is 
not aware of his ignorance, his knowledge will 
only mislead him. 

Let it be recollected then, and carefully kept 
in mind, that God is in all places alike, and at 
once. He is here this moment, and nt all times, 
as well as in the most remote regions of the 
universe. "Whither j-hall 1 go then from thy 
Spirit, or whither shall I go then from thy 
presence! If I climb up into heaven. Thou 
art there: if I go down to hell fif. r. ti e grave, l 
I bou ftrt t| K re hIso. If 1 take the wings of the 
uiornj U g, und remain in the uttermost parts of 
the ti!lij ' e vcn there shall thy hand lead me, 
and thy right hand shall hold me." Indeed, 
we have no reason to suppose that that great 
Spirit, whom we call (iod. and whom we sup- 
pose not to partake at all of the nature of any 
material substance, has any relation toplaee at 
all, or can be properly said to be in any place. 
Strictly speaking, it is not that God is every- 
where 'present, but rather, thut all things are 
present to Aim; as falling under his perfect 
knowledge and complete control. 

When therefore we speak of the blest as being 
admitted into the presence of God, we must re- 
member, that this has not necessarily anything 
to do with chnngeof place, but implies rather a 
change in their condition. 

All beings are constantly and equally in the 
presence, literally, of the God to whom the 
whole universe 'is present; but all are not 
equally conscious of this. The brute animals 
do really, as well as ourselves, "in Him, live 
and move, aud have their being," and could 
not exist a moment without the care of his pro- 
vidence; but they cannot know of his existence. 
Man can, anil does; and is invited to addrese 
himself to this great and inconceivable Being 
by prayer. Some few meu, as the Apostles 
and Pr..pliets, have been conscious of receiving 
direct and distinct communications from Him; 
which enabled them (in order that they might 
lie assured they were not misled by fancy) to 
foretell future events and perform other thing, 
surpassing human power. And we find Him. 
before the expulsiou of our first parents from 
Paradise, represented as holding immediate 
converse with them. The like, in probably a 
much higher degree than all these, we may ex- 
pect will talc place in the case of his faithful 
servants hereafter: his presence, to which they 
hope to be admitted, mustmeau the more dis- 
tinct perception of his presence, und more dis- 
tinct communication with Him. The all-present 
God does not inhabit one place more than ano- % 
ther; but Ho will be more manifest to his ser- 
vants, in their glorified state, than now; and 
this, probably, through the means of a change 
in their powers and faculties. A blind man 
may be close to some goodly prospect: but 
since he sees nothing of it. it is the same thing 
to him whether ho is present or absent; mi iu- 
faut aga'n, or a brute beast, or an idiot may be 
in the midst of a number of wise and worthy men: 
but cannot, properly speaking, he said to be in 
their company, because it wants the faculties to 
discern what they nre, and to join their so- 
ciety. Let the blind mau's eyes be opened, and 
the prospect will at once become really present 
to him; that is, present to his mind: let the 
infant grow up to be a man. — let the brute or 
I the idiot be supposed to be suddenly endowed 
with reason, — and let them be placed iu the 
I midst of the very Mine persons, and they will 
then be, truly, in their company, from being 
capable of understanding them and holding 
converse with them. Even thus, if the eyes of 
our uinds.be opened, — if the faculties be en- 
larged, und the powers of reason advanced, as 
those of an infant when he prows up, — wc shall 
at once, by the change wrought within us, be 
brought nearer to. what may be called, the 
presence of God; that is, to the capacity of 
perceiving more of his glorious perfections, 
than wc can in our present state, and of hold- 
ing some such intercourse with him as. now, we 
cannot. 

Although, however, the All-present Spirit, 
which we call God, has no relatiou to place, 
nor can be said to be in one part of the uni- 
verse more than in another, it must be other- 
wise with the bodily person of the Lord Jesus, 
with whvm the l>ivine Spirit was mysteriously 
unitod. A body must be in some place, and 
cannot he in more than one at once. And the 
same must be the case with the bodily persons 
of Knoeh and Klijah; and it there be any other 
highly-favoured personages, to whom it bM 
been given to forestall the general resurrec- 
tion. I allude to those saints, whose bodies, 
we are told, arose and "came into the holy 
city after the resurrection" of our Lord, and 
l.v manr." Jesus 


learn from the Apostle Paul, that He will re- 
move from the earth his faithful servants: "We 
which are alive, and remain, shall be caught 
up together with them" (that is, those raised 
from the dead) "in the clouds, to meet the 
Lord in the air and so shall wc be ever mik 
the Lord." * , * * * 

In speaking of the hopes beyond the grave, 
which are held out in the GospeL the sacred 
writers dwell not so much on the abstract 
thing, — Happiness, — as on an intimate union 
with our Divine Master, and enjoyment of his 
presence, in a more perfect manner than w 
can do in our present state. They speak .o 
"departing nnd being vith the Lord;' 
vile bodies being made like unto Am glorious 
body:'' — "if wc suffer, we shall also rriyw with 
Htm;" and "so shall we be ever vi:h the Lord."' 
"We ku«>w not," says the beloved disciple John, 
"what we shall be: but we know that when He 
shall appear, we shall bo like him: for we shall 
see Him as he is." And it seems to have been 
from the tone of Christ's own discourses that 
his Apostles borrowed theirs. He doeB not 
dwell on the intrinsic excellence of virtue, nnd 
and on the value of happiness in the abstract: 
but his language is, "If a man lore me, he will 
keep my saying; and my Father will love him: 
and ire will come unto him, and make oar abode 
with him: "/ will raise him up the last day:" 
"that where I am ye may be also." "I will not 
leave you comfortless; I tcill come unto you," 
ic. 

Such a style of exhortation and of promise is 
the best fitted both to touch and to improve the 
human heart: it is suited both to what man's 
nature actually is, and to what it ought to be- 
come. From our natural tenileney to emula- 
tion, a good example excites the feelings more 
strongly.— impresses the heart more deeply, — 
conveys instruction more effectually, thau the 
best general descriptions and rules. And 
again, a mere geueral account of the sort of 
life we are hereafter to live, would never make 
near so strong an Impression on our mind, as 
the thought of what sort of persons we are to 
live with, — what kind of society it b for which 
we are to qualify ourselves. Nothing, there- 
fore, could be so interesting, so i'vitine, and 
so cheering to a sincere Christian, as the pro- 
mise held out of a future enjoyment of such 
happiness as is to consist in the more intimate 
knowledge of his Redeemer, and a more com- 
plete union with Him in a better world. 

Aud the same view serves oho, better than 
any other, to adruouUh and improve the more 
imperfect Christian, and to wai n and alarm the 
thoughtless, This world, we know, is not only 
n state of trial, but also a stato of preparation 
for another: aud to be told vhom wc are to 
prepare to meet in that other world (I? we would 
hope for admission there,) in vkose company 
we are to fit ourselves to dwell forever,— this, 
together with the example of that Person set 
before us for our imitation, is much more likely 
ti) forward us in the great work of making that 
preparation, than any number of general rules 
and general descriptions. Such, accordingly, 
is the effect which (according to the Apostle 
John, in the passage quoted just above) amts, 
naturally, from the fixing of our thoughts on 
the Gospel promises: "We know tbat when 
lie shall appear, wc shall bo like unto Him: for 
we shall set Him as he is: and every one that 
hath this MM in him. purifinh himself, even as 
He is pure." 

Ami one reason, no doubt, why the Gospels 
arc written in such a form as they are, was to 
foster such feelings as I have been speakingof, 
in the heart ot the Christian reader. They do 
not give us merely the substance of tho doc- 
trines revealed, and of the great events which 
took place: but they give ns n lively portrait of 
the "Man, Christ Jesus:" they are not merely 
historical, but, strictly, biographical. Uriel' as 
tliev are. thev ore fitted so to introduce us per- 
sonally to Him who called his disciples his 
"friends," as to make ns feel the more lively 
interest in the thought of meeting Uku hen li- 
ter; so as to know Him indeed far more inti- 
mately, but sti 1 to recognise in Him, one with 
whom" wo had sonic degree of personal acquain- 
tance, anil whose character, ns portrayed hy 
tho Evangelists, wc had long' been used to con- 
template, to love, nnd to imitate. 

Some further particulars relative to the life 
which will be led by Christ ? followers, in the 
"uew earth" prepared for them, I shall reserve 
for further consideration: aud shall then point 
out some other circumstances in which the fu- 
ture condition of the blessed has been render- 
ed, through the injudicious views that have 
been taken of it, a less intcrestinj and less 
agreeable ohj»>et of contemplation than it Ought 
to be. At present 1 will conclude by entreat- 
in you to lay to heart, especially at this act- 
ion, fill is lecture Was delivered at the begin- 
ning of A new year,] the remark just made re- 
specting the preparation for admission into the 
presence of Christ, which it is onr business to 
make here on earth. Great, no doubt, must 
the change be which the be-t Christian must 
undergo, before he can be qualified for the su- 


by the imitation of Him. to qualify himself, as 
far as can be done in this world, for seeing his 
great Master revealed to him, and for being 
"ever with the Lord." 

And every year, every day, and hour, brings 
us nearer to Christ, or carries us further from 
him. The stream of human passions and 
worldly cares is ever flowing against our exer- 
tions, so as to make it next to impossible to 
stand still. He who is not advancing, is in 
reality going back. What then has the year 
past done for each one of you in this respect? 
It has brought you so much nearer to death: 
has it brought you so much nearer to heaven! 
it advanced you in your Christian course! 
what will this present year have done for 
of you who shall be permitted to see the 
" It! It will have been one of the talents 
ted to you: shall it be buried in the 
earth! Or abused and squandered! Or put 
out to interest'.' 

Those last questions it now depends on each 
of you how he shall answer. Resolve, there- 
f -re, at this moment (and pray for God's grace 
to keep your resolution.) to endeavour that 
each succeeding day ami year may find you a 
better Christian thau the last, — more advanced 
towards preparation for that state in which you 
hope to dwell "forever with the Lord." — more 
fitted for entering on tho beginning of that 
Great New Year which shall never have an 
end. 



OUR LORD'S PERSON WHEN FIRST IN 
THE FLESH. 
The following description of the Lord Jesus 
Christ has been the rounds of the papers many 
times for the last few yenis. It is worthy of 
such a notoriety, if it is what it purports to be, 
and from the pen of a heathen magistrate. 
••As it was found in an ancient manuscript, sent 
by Publius Lentulus, President of Judea, to 
the Senate of Rome. 

"There lives a' this time in Judea, a man of 
singular character, whose name is Jesus Christ. 
The barbarians esteem him a prophet; but his 
followers adore htm as the immediate offspring 

of tho living God. He is endowed »ith such 
unparalleled virtue es to call back the dead 
from their graves, and to heal every sort of 
disease with a word or touch. His person is 
tidl and elegantly shaped, his aspect amiable 
and revereud. His hair flows in those beauti- 
ful shades which no united colors cau match, 
falling into graceful curls below the ears, agree- 
ably couching on his shoulders, and parting on 
the crown of his head, like the bead-drese ot 
the sect of Nazarites. His forehead i> smooth, 
and his cheeks without a spot, save thut of a 
lovely red. His nose and mouth are formed 
with an exquisite symmetry; his beard is thick 
and suitable to the hair of his head, reaching a 
little below his chin, and parted in the middle 
like n fork: his eyes are bright, clear, and se- 
rene. He rebukes with majesty, counsels with 
mildness, and persuasive language. His whole 
address, whether iu word or deed, being ele- 
gant, grave, and strictly characteristic of so 
exalted a being: no man has seen him laugh; but 
the whole world has frequently beheld him 
weep: an I so porsuasive are his tears, that the 
multitude cannot withhold theirs from joining 
with him. lie is very modest, temperate, and 
wise. In short, whatever this phenomenon 
may be in the end. he seems at present a man 
of excellent beauty, and divine perfections, 
every way surpassing the children of men." 

TRAV A NT KBYRB FAINT. 
Or, ' The Faceted Minister. 
Mr. Hey wood being brought into the great- 
est want of the necessaries of life, told his wife, 
one day, that he would leave with her nnd the 
children, three shillings, which was all the mo- 
ney he had in the world, and try to get some 
work as a d*y-lab..r?r. After commending 
them to Ged. and praying for divine direction, 
he called at a number of houses the first day, 
but could find no employment. He spent the 
first night in a bam. and was engaged iu prayer 
the greater part of it. Iu the morning he again 
set out with an empty stomach; and soon ar- 
rived at Lord *s. where he enquired of 

the servants if n laborer whs wanted! They 
ahv.veved, - N..." As he returning, how- 


sent for, but waJ that moment mounting his 

horse with a view to spend the day in huntiug. 
However, he sent compliments, aud said that 
he would wait on her ladyship that evening. 
Wd seemed much distressed, and ex- 
pressed an earnest desire to get some one to 
pray with his lady. Then one of the servants, 
who had listened to Mr. Hey wood's prayers, 
said, "I wish your lordship would consent to 
let your shepherd be fetched to pray with her 
ladyship," «dding, "for I do not believe 
thut there is a man in the world who can pray 
like him." "The shepherd pray! What' can 
the shepherd pray!" -Yes, my lord, and I 
wish you would condescend to let him be sent 
for, and then you will hear him yourself." Mr. 
Heywood was immediately called, and his lord- 
ship asked him if he could pray! to which be 
replied, "That man who cannot pray, is not fit 
to live!" "Well," says his lordship, "follow 
me and pray for my lady who is at the point of 
death." After a few Words spoken to her la- 
dyship, Mr. Heywood poured out his sonl to that 
God whose he was, and whom he served, and 
immediately his prayer was answered. For 
with astonishment she cried out: "Is this aman 
or an angel? for I am quite well!" When 

prayer was concluded, Lord asked him 

whether he was not one of the ejected minis- 
ters? and Mr. Heywood acknowledged that he 
was. His lordship then declared, that from 
that moment, instead of being employed as the 
shepherd of his sheep, he should be the shep- 
hord of his soul, and of the souls of his house- 
hold. 


ever, from the hall, one of the servant girl,- 
said, the shepherd had just before left his 
place, nnd if he understood bow to take cnreol 

sheep, she thomiht he might meet with em- 1 ages, ( the objects of their worship. ) tlieir wrath 
ploy ment. Mr. Hey Wood immediately engaged 


COM THB RE WARDER. 
To look entirely to God for a reward for doing 
right, requires both faith and great courage. It 
is difficult TSfeihc best of Christians to expect 
wo rewaed of any kind from the world or their 
fellow men. Some men so much desire the 
fame of a martyr, that they would almost b« 
willing to die as martyrs for the sake of that 
fame which follows the herioc death of one who 
dies for his religion-. Men will as soon do right 
as wrong if they can ouly be properly rewarded 
for iL Some men can forego riches, others 
worldly honors. But few can be found who 
arc willl: ng to forego both; and the ; "rfr»ntf 
are very rare of men or even Christians who 
are willing to forego these and at the same time 
thit reputation which their self-denial for the 
Gospel's sake usually brings. In fine who is 
there who is willing to do right and look alone 
to God for his reward? 

We think it will reqnire n greater force of 
religious principle than is usually found in most 
< Li ;-tiaus to divorce one's self entirely from 
all expectation of ever receiving reward from 
onr fellow men. To expect through a long 
life, to do right at any and every sacrifice, and 
then not only receive no earthly reward, but 
have onr acts believed by our fellows to be 
wrong, and also believed to be influenced by 
the worst of motives, require that spirit which 
Paul possessed when he was willing to forego 
all these and count them but dung that he 
might win Christ. Paul thought it a very small 
thing to be judged by man or man's judgment; 
none of these things psora him. Paul had 
offered himself a sacrifice to Christ, and was 
willing to look to Christ alone for his reward, 
and forego all earthly considerations; hence be 
said there is laid up for me a crown of right- 
eousness. Here was tn e m iral heroism. 

Many youth are ambitions to stand high in 
the estimation of their fellow-men. And to 
attain this they would devote themselves to all 
those noble and high-minded pursuits from 
which such an estimate is usually attained. But 
where is the youth who is ambitions to stand 
high in the estimation of his God ? Who is 
willing to devote his life aud energies to the 
great cause of truth, nnd receive for it simply 
the approbation of his God? 

The true spirit of Christianity is found only 
in him who is willing to make the sacrifice. 
The effort in this 19th century is to substitute 
sham for reality; that inasmuch as the original 
cost of a bogus metal is infinitely less, could it 
only be made to appear as well, such an ap- 
pearance would be a desideratum. To that 
degree lias this order of things extended, that 
the process has become infinitely popular, and 
he may be assured that he is engaged in a 
thankless undertaking, who tears aside the 
garments of sham in which things are envel- 
oped, and lays bare the naked truth. Where- 
over ami however men have set up their im- 


in the service: and was informed he was to 
sleep in a little cot erected for the shepherds, 
at some distance f.-oin the bouse: but that he 
WAS to come, once a day. for what he wanted, 
to the hall. A few mornings alter, two of the 
servant girls, apparently by accident, rose two 
hours before the usual time, und as there wn« 
no one nt hand to fetch up the cows, they went 
itito the field lor them. But when they drew 
near to the shepherd's but, they were struck 
with the sound of a man's voice, and. to their 
ciot v of heaven; hut the change must be be- no small astonishment, found it was that of the 
irun. and b.» carried on. asfcr as nossible. here. I «h.nnhon! * n a.„rod in nmver U, Cod. At this 


is snre to wax hot against him who dares tear 
them down. 

Whoever, then, is engaged in the cause of 
truth may be sure that he will be hated. ••He 
that would live godly must suffer persecution," 
but let not the godly one hope to obtain the 
reputati of a martyr: if he hope this he ceases 
to be godly, and will surely be disappointed. 

But are not the rewards of God sufficient! 
Is it not reward enough to receive the appro- 
bation of a righteous God. and be participator 
iu those joys which eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard!— Chris. Philosopher. 


